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th

 Bomb Group - First Over 

Germany on Facebook 
by Sue Fox Moyer 

Glimpses from the San Diego Reunion—Left to right:  Roland DeLair, Deran DeLair, Mike Hitchcock, Joel Labo, Jeannine ‘Joey’ Freund, Treasia Hendricks, Adolph Visconti, Bob Brown, 

Daphne Franklin, Ralph Franklin, Sharon Hunt, Patty O’Connell, Cathy Burrell, Carol Petrucka, Jill Bryce, Walt Lubojacky, Charley Hammond, Bill Mocharnuk, Nancy Huebotter, Susan 

O’Konski, Charles Neal, Donna Hammond, Steve Snyder, Rudolfo Campos, Greg Armbrust, Lillian Armbrust, Barbara Neal, Steve Sewell, Carol Wait Sewell, Debbie Guymon, Lance Liss-

ner, Vincent Guymon, Steve Ledwith, Sam Rackham, Patti Sumner Ledwith, ‘Marty’ Vernon Wegener. 

     Originated in 2009 by a 306th Bomb Group intern at Abilene Christian 

University, the 306th Facebook page is up and running again as a group 

page.  As a group page your request to be a member either will be approved 

by an administrator, or current members may invite “friends” already on 

Facebook.  Since August 2012 we have over 70 members with more being 

added every day.  

     Very early on a request for membership came in from Kris Waechter.  

He said his grandfather was a member of the 368th Bomb Squadron.  Soon 

his brothers, Matt and Joe,  joined in also and we discovered their grandfa-

ther was Leland Kessler whose artwork graced many a plane.  His scrap-

book, which was continued through Lee’s time in Stalag 17B, is a prized 

family heirloom.  Lee’s grandsons graciously gave permission for our 

Facebook page to use Lee’s original artwork of his remembrance of the 

mission on which he was shot down (see painting at right).  It will be famil-

iar to many as it was also used on the cover of Russell Strong’s First Over 

Germany:  A History of the 306th Bombardment Group.  

     At our upcoming reunion there will be a demonstration of the site along 

with other technology projects that you may want to consider as a NEX-

GEN project. If you want to bring your own laptop we stand ready to help 

you get started.  If you want to bring photos for us to upload we will have 

scanners available for your use.  If you are unable to be in Savannah this 

year, please let us know if you need help.  If you would like us to share 

crew photos or your story, please let us know.  Your local public library 

should be able to help you prepare photos to send.  Please feel free to con-

tact Sue (Fox) Moyer at: ssma43@gmail.com.  
     Another  sample post from our 

306th BG Facebook page: 

 
AT THE 306TH REUNION IN THURLEIGH, 
APRIL 1976, GLENN HAD A MODEL B-17 
THAT HE HAD MADE CALLED THE "SOLID 
SENDER". HE WAS SHOWING IT AROUND 
NOT KNOWING THAT MY FATHER WHO 
WAS THE PILOT WAS THERE. SOMEONE 
ASKED GLENN IF HE WOULD LIKE TO MEET 
THE PILOT OF THE SOLIDSENDER. THE 
PHOTO SAYS IT ALL..! 

Savannah Reunion Promises to be Special 
by Vernon L. Williams 

Reunion Chairman and Historian 

     With only about a month to go before our registration and hotel reserva-

tion deadlines, your reunion chairman is putting the final touches on the 

nuts and bolts of the reunion.  Event tickets have to be printed, programs for 

our dinners and special events have to be laid out and printed, your name 

tags created, and a host of other items need to be made and stuffed into your 

packet.  If you haven’t already booked your room, call the hotel today.  If 

you haven’t sent your reservations to Joel Labo, do that as soon as you fin-

ish speaking to the hotel and put the telephone down.  Early registration and 

hotel reservations really helps your 306th Bomb Group Association.  See 

reunion details on page 7 of this issue. 

     As Sue wrote in the article at left, those of you Next Generation family 

members who are coming to honor your father, uncle, or grandfather, bring 

your photograph collections, bring your laptops and flashdrives and be 

ready to take advantage of several workshops designed to help you use 

technology to preserve your family’s 306th history and share with others.  

Veterans and widows, bring your children and grandchildren and put them 

to work preserving your World War II memories and memorabilia.  See the 

revised schedule on page 7 for all the latest details on a reunion packed with 

things to do and see.    

     If you have questions or special needs, contact me at my History Depart-

ment:  Email—  vwilliams@acu.edu   or  (325) 280-3399. 



     Please send obits as soon as possible 

after the death, to secretary (see contact 

information at left on this page below). 

The secretary has learned of the following 

deaths: 

 

Dryden, “Wally” Ralph Waldo, 423rd tail 

gunner (Joe R Clark crew), originally from 

Independence, MO, died 8 Jul 12 in the ICU 

near his Spring Lake, NC home at 87. He 

flew 30 missions from Thurleigh (Jan-Apr 

45); his entire crew returned; life-long they 

stayed in close touch. In Glastonbury, CT, 

he owned and operated a successful indus-

trial diamond business for tools to large 

companies across most of New England, 

until retiring at 70. He was a Freemason, 

member of Audubon-Parkside Lodge, NJ. 

Golf was a major love of his life including in 

Naples, FL for 8 years prior to their move 7 

years ago to Spring Lake. He was a member 

of Anderson Creek Golf Club in Spring 

Lake, and 40+ year member of Wethersfield 

Country Club, CT. Survived by his wife of 

14 years, Isabelle Remington, with whom in 

10 he most recently attended our DC Reun-

ion; 4c from two prior marriages, 5gc, 2ggd, 

2 step-s, more step-gc.  

Kenny, Peter G, Jr, 368th navigator (Rene 

C Fix crew), of Valencia, PA, died 1 Mar 12 

at 95. He apparently arrived at Thurleigh 1 Dec 43 with Fix, with whom he was downed 27 Mar 44 (LaRochelle mission); 

that night, Germans captured the entire crew at sea. Kenny was at Stalag Luft 1, Barth, until liberation. Post-war he re-

turned to his family in Pittsburgh, PA, and married Genevieve in 47. When his career at the Post Office ended, they retired 

to the space coast area of FL. After 29 years in FL, they returned to the Pittsburgh area to be near the families of their three 

children. Survived by his wife of 74 years, Genevieve, 3c, 6gc, 8ggc. 

Meredith, Curtis B, 367th ground crew – transportation, lifelong TN resident, died 13 Oct 11 at his home in LaFollette at 

90.  A proud vet and member of Trinity Baptist, he was predeceased in May 95 by his wife Azalee at 66. Survived by 2d, 

4gc, 2ggc. No further info. 

Mills, Clyde T, 423rd mechanic, of Castleton, VT, died 27 May 12 at 92.  While stationed at Thurleigh 42-45, he was a 

mechanic on ‘Belle of the Blue’ and other B-17s. Post-war he married Jennie 2 Mar 46; she preceded him in death 2 Mar 

03. He was a foreman with Pratt and Whitney Aircraft in Southington, CT for 32 years. Clyde was a member of American 

Legion Post #87 of West Rutland, VT and a charter member of the VFW in Canton, CT. He enjoyed gardening, golf, hunt-

ing, fishing, the NY Yankees, the NY Giants, and 306th Reunions with his step-son Charles Hammond and Charles’ wife 

Donna, who survive him. Also surviving are 5gc, 7ggc. 

Norris, Kenneth G, [correction; obit first appeared in #2 issue of 2012] 423rd ball-turret gunner (Elmer Heap crew), 

originally from Salem, NH, and more recently of Snowville, VA, died 25 Mar 12 at 92 at the hospital in Salem, VA, near 

Snowville and Roanoke.  His crew reached Thurleigh 16 Oct 43. He later worked for his hometown, the Town of Salem, 

NH, from which he retired.  In VA, he was a member of Snowville Baptist Church. Survived by his wife Lena “Mae,” 1d, 

2gc. 

Popivchak, Marion, 368th engineer (Carl Hathaway crew), of Carnegie, PA, died 5 Nov 10 at 85. His crew reached Thur-

leigh 22 Sep 44; he completed 35 missions. Post-war, Mickey owned Tri-State Auto Parts in Carnegie. In Nov 10, survived 

by his wife ‘Addie’ Adeline, and 2d he was buried at National Cemetery of the Alleghenies with full military honors; no 

further info. 

Portnoy, Hal H or Hyman, 369th waist-gunner (Richard Vogel crew), of New York City and Boca Raton, FL, suddenly 

died 19 Jun 10 at 89. His crew reached Thurleigh 27 Apr 44. Post-war he founded Super Millwork, Inc in NY, and was a 

founding member of Midway Jewish Center. He was a longtime member of Bocaire Country Club in Boca Raton. Prede-

ceased by 1s and his first wife, Sylvia, who died in Boca Raton in Jan 95 at 70. Survived by his later wife, Elaine Sommer 

in Boca Raton until 20 Jun 12; 2d; 4gs; 4ggc.  
Rohan, Alton [additional info, thanks to Bill Houlihan; obit first appeared in #1 issue of 2012], whose original name 

was Alton Rohinsky, 367th radio operator (crew of Shelly D Hodges) of W Bloomfield, MI, died 30 Mar 12 at 89. His 

memorial service was at Temple Shir Shalom, where The Lorraine and Al Rohan Madrichim Program is set up. His wife 

Lorraine predeceased him in 00 at 76. Survived by 3d, 6gc, 2ggc, and his special friend Lee Beck.  

Ryan, William L, 423rd bombardier (John J “Jack” O’Brien crew) of Cookeville, TN, died at home 7 Jul 12 at 90. Bill 

appears to be the NY-born man in WWII Enlistment records who enlisted initially as a Private in the Air Corps in Aug 40 

at Chanute Field, IL. As O’Brien’s bombardier, he arrived at Thurleigh 12 Apr 44 and completed his 31 combat missions 

by 2 Jul 44. He stayed in the AF Reserves, and was called back for active duty in both Korea and Vietnam, in part due to 

his training having included work in air traffic control.  His interest in the Norden bomb-sight, which functioned as a 

“manual computer,” led to his getting very early into computers. After active duty military, he worked for a series of com-

panies, beginning their MIS departments and setting up LANs.  He continued working, auditing the computerization of 

companies, until retiring at 77.  After he could no longer run for physical fitness due to macular degeneration, he swam and 

was a Senior Olympics swimmer both for their district and statewide for TN.  Maj. Ryan is to be buried at Arlington Na-

tional Cemetery 26 Nov with full military honors. Survived by his wife, Velma (‘Rudi’), 4c, 2gc, 1ggc. 

Spadaro, Benedict J (enlisted under his birth/Sicilian first name of Pancrazzio), 423rd (unclear position on flight 

crew), of Bronxville, Westchester Co, NY died 30 Sept 11 at 83. Ben, born in Nov 27, apparently falsified his age for 

enlistment without his father’s permission. He likely reached Thurleigh in 45; later flew in the Berlin airlift (which ran 

from 24 Jun 48 to several months after the Russian blockade lifted 11 May 49). Ben was an advocate for veterans, and be-

came Director of Veterans Affairs for Westchester County in the 80s, retiring in 92. As an AF vet of WWII, a disabled vet, 

and former member of the Veterans Rehabilitation Committee of the V.A, he was selected in Apr 02 by the US Secretary 

of the V.A. under President G.W. Bush for service on the V.A. Advisory Committee on Cemeteries and Memorials, where 

he served until 09. In 05 he advocated and succeeded in having the Gold Star Mother's Society change their bylaws to per-

mit entry of immigrant mothers mothers of solders,sailors, and Marines killed in combat. He was also partly responsible 

for the creation of the  Mothers Monument in Eastchester. Preceded in death by his wife Winifred “Dixie” in 09 at 82; sur-

vived by 1s. 

                                                                                                                                                          Obituaries continued on page 3 
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 One half of the Hospitality Room at San 

Diego Reunion with table and main history 

exhibits displayed.   Registration table at 

left with Barbara Neal, Joel Labo, Susan 

O’Konski, Vernon Williams. 

             Photographs courtesy Charles Neal 

Top:  Relaxing at the Air and Space Museum during the San Diego Reunion 

are, left to right, Don Snook, Katherine Snook, Daphne Franklin, Ralph 

Franklin, Wayne Stellish (standing), Larraine Sekora, Walt Rozett.  Bottom:  

Flight deck of the U.S.S. Midway during the 306th BGA tour of the ship, 

San Diego Reunion.                                Photographs courtesy Charles Neal 



Obituaries continued from page 2 

Thompson, “Jimmy” James Nelson, Sr, 367th togglier and gunner, born in AR, died 8 Jun 12 as a longtime resident of Vicksburg, MS at Vicksburg Convalescent Hos-

pital following a lengthy illness, at 88. He flew his 35 missions from Thurleigh 22 Oct 44 to 28 Mar 45 with various crews, and left in May. Post-war earned his degree 

from Southern Methodist Univ in Dallas, TX. After a few years in residential construction in Miami, he returned to Vicksburg to help his father operate a new grocery; 

after it sold in the early 70s, he worked for a bakery, a chain of convenience stores, the Vicksburg Country Club, and a truck stop until retiring in the early 90s. He’d 

been a member of Church of the Holy Trinity, and of Christ Episcopal. He served the community in various capacities, including terms on the Planning & Zoning Com-

mission, and Aviation Board.  Preceded in death by 1gs, he is survived by his wife, Mildred, of Vicksburg (moving to Daphne, AL near family), 2c, 5gc, 1ggd. 

 

FAMILY: 
Alewitz, Beatrice, wife of Sam Alewitz, PhD (waist-gunner on 367th crew of Leonard J Smith, who arrived Thurleigh 3 Feb-45) died 24 Jan 07 soon after turning 89, 

with her last zipcode of record with Social Security being at our then-address for them in Manahawkin, Ocean Co, NJ.  No further info.  If anyone knows of any con-

tact info for Sam (who has authored books on Public Health; who would now be about 94; and who is not receiving mail either in Manahawkin or Whippany, 

NJ addresses the Secretary had located)  PLEASE alert Secretary at contact info on p.2, as he has furnished no newer address for Echoes. 

Casseday, “Bobbie” Roberta, widow of Billy Wayne Casseday (368th pilot who died 5 Apr 05), died at 92 on 3 Dec 11 in the Dayton, Umatilla Co, WA, log house 

they built in 92. Born in OR, she graduated from Eastern OR College of Education in 39. After teaching grammar school for a couple of years, she worked for a year in 

the personnel department at the Umatilla Army Depot and then moved to Walla Walla, where she worked in personnel at the Walla Walla Army Air Corp base. She and 

Billy “Wayne” married 2 Sep 43 while he was stationed at Spokane’s Geiger Field until leaving in Oct for Thurleigh. After he was discharged in Jan 46, they moved to 

Dayton, WA, where he purchased the Shell Oil distributorship. She was active in the Parent Council of public schools attended by their six children; was an active mem-

ber of First Congregational Church including singing in the choir; she belonged to the Dayton Junior Club, Order of the Eastern Star, PEO, and a women's bridge club. 

She was a lifelong Republican, for many years serving as a precinct committee chairman. Among many interests, she enjoyed reading, cooking, needle work, hooking 

rugs, watching baseball, trips to the river and mountains in her family’s earlier years, and later RV-ing to AZ. Predeceased by her husband of 61 years; survived by 6c, 

9gc, 3ggc. 

Ferguson, Catherine, widow of William L Ferguson (369th top-turret engineer on ‘Flack Shack,’ Allen Babin crew which arrived in Feb 45), died 24 Mar 10, just after 

turning 89. Predeceased in Aug 05 by her husband of 30 years, Bill, she is survived by her 2s, 1step-d, 4gc, 2step-gc, and at least 2ggc & 4 step-ggc as of Aug 05. No 

further info. 

Rockwell, Ruth E, wife of Robert “Rocky” Rockwell (306th Board member & 367th engineer on Rutherford crew & substitute waist gunner Page crew), 91, of Munster, 

IN died 23 May 12. In a visit to Munster in the 90s, Robert met Ruth E Williams, a widow, over dinner and decided he was going to marry her; they married in 95.  To-

gether they enjoyed wintering in Myrtle Beach, SC, travel several times to Europe, and crossing the country attending 306 th reunions, where many of us have enjoyed 

knowing both of them. Ruth was a member of Goodwill, participating in their fundraising fashion shows and searching for dolls to refurbish and refashion to give to 

needy children. She was an active member in her church; the Napoleonic Society; antiques club; book club; and woman’s club. Buried at Riverview Cemetery in Monti-

cello, White Co, IN. Survived by her husband Robert (who is moving back to CT near his own children), 2s, 6gc, 2ggc.  

 

Obituaries Not Recent; Not Previously Published (Arranged by Date of Death) 

 

Correction NOTE:  In our Winter (#1) issue of 2012 “Not Recent” column, the obit for Morris (nmi) Butler contained a typo; he was born in Dec 20, so was 88 [not 78] 

when he died in Oct 09. 

 

Hancock, John D, 1208th QM Co (officer, unknown duties), who was listed in Echoes Jul-91 as ground officer (no dates), is most likely this man of his name who was a 

native of Lexington, KY and died 30 Jan 07 in Louisville at 87. He had enlisted in the Air Corps at Louisville, KY in Aug 42, with 4 years of college. He retired from 

Brown and Williamson Tobacco. He was preceded in death by 1s. He and his wife of 63 years, Margaret “Peggy” E, were members of St. Raphael's Parish, and charter 

members of Woodhaven Country Club. Peggy, an avid bridge player, survived him until 14 Feb 10, dying at 87. Survived by 2c.  

Roosa, Richard Keith, 367th radio operator (Joseph Hess crew), died while living near Houston in Baytown, Harris County, TX, on 30 May 01 at 78.  Hess’ crew ar-

rived at Thurleigh 22 Sep 44.  Online, the National Archives WWII Enlistment index shows that Richard K Roosa, born 22 in IN, enlisted in the Air Corps 7 Aug 42 

from Beaver, PA with 4 years high school education and civilian occupation of “Apprentices to other trades.”  He’s listed twice at the WWII Memorial, by his two sis-

ters, Patricia & Boyd Clark, and by Ralph F & Janet Roosa Scalera. Online death records show his death date and then-residence zip, and show that his remains are at 

Earthman Memory Gardens, near Houston, TX. At that cemetery, only one other Roosa’s remains are located:  his presumed wife, Mary Jane Roosa, who died in Feb 95 

at age 65. Found no info re whether Roosa had children, or what he did post-war that took him to TX.  The Secretary greatly appreciates learning via Ruth Des-

Rochers (widow of Albert, waist-gunner on Hess’ crew, and wartime buddy of Roosa) that Roosa was from Beaver, PA; this one bit of info made it possible to 

figure which of 3 men named Richard Roosa in the WWII Enlistment records was “ours,” and possible to find his death. 

Sellen, Warren J, 423rd engineer (Elmer Heap crew), of Passaic, NJ, died 27 Apr 01, at 78. He reached Thurleigh with the crew 16 Oct 43; while there he was halfback 

on the base football team, and made 15 points in the winter 45 basketball game won by 423rd over 369th 51 to 34. Prior to enlisting as Pvt in Air Corps at Newark, Sep 

42, his civilian occupation had been Semiskilled machine shop and related occupations. No further info. 

Sawyer, George L, 1208th QM Co, who served at Thurleigh as Sales officer (Dec 42), Station Billeting officer (Jul 43), Base Quartermaster, Director of Material (Apr 

45), and Group Supply officer, and reached rank of Capt on 1 Mar 44, appears likely to be the man of his name who died at 86 on 5 Mar 01, at Wesley Care Center, 

Charlotte, NC, with memorials suggested to the Alzheimer’s Association; buried at Bethel Presbyterian Church Cemetery, Cornelius, NC. He was born in 15 in NC; at 

enlistment Jul 42 at Ft Jackson, Columbia, SC, he was single with four years of college and civilian occupation classification of Teachers & Principals. After the war, he 

received his Master’s degree at Appalachian State Teachers College; taught biology and science in the Charlotte public schools at Central High and Garinger High, also 

serving as tennis coach; and retired with 43 years in 79. At his death he was survived by Nancy, his wife of 58 years, 2c, 1gc. 

ADD’L INFO re Creasey, Frank L, 1208th QM Co, whose 31 Oct 00 death was reported in the #1 “Winter” 2012 issue of Echoes:  the Secretary received word (from 

Virgil Lempenau, who was his back-up in this position) that Creasey was Capt Sawyer’s driver at Thurleigh. 

Harris, Ernest C, 1208th QM Co (Pfc, unknown duties) who enlisted as a Pvt in the AF Dec 42 at Ft Thomas, Newport, KY as a single resident of Shady Spring, Ra-

leigh Co, WV, born 23, appears to be the man of that name who was born 15 May 23, got his Social Security # in WV, and died at 77 in Madison, Morgan Co, GA on 20 

May 00. No further info. 

Kearley, Charles R, Jr, (1208th QM Co (Pvt, unknown duties), of Cumberland Co, TN,died there 14 Apr 99 at 76, and is buried in Crossville. When he enlisted in the 

Air Corps at Camp Forrest, TN in Oct 42 he was a single high school graduate. No further info. 

Atwood, “R G,” 368th gunner, who arrived Thurleigh 7 Jun 44; was there at least to 6 Jan 45; and who had Serial #36176468, appears likely to be the Roy G Atwood, 

Jr, S/Sgt in WWII, who was born in MI in 19; died 8 Nov 97 at age 78; was apparently never on our Echoes list, and whose USVA marker is at Maplelawn Cemetery in 

Paducah, KY.  No further info.  [NOTE:  “R G” Atwood  is NOT the same man as Richard G Atwood of OR, who was 368 th tail-gunner on Marsh’s crew; had a differ-

ent Serial # and who has received Echoes since at least 1994.] 

Christopher, Sidney J, 39th Services Gp (Sgt, main job was photographer for Eager Beavers 368th Sq), of De Soto, MO, died 15 Nov 95 at 73. Prior to his Mar 41 

enlistment in the Air Corps at Jefferson Barracks, MO, he was single, working as a photographer for FoJo Studios. His son Bob has some nice photos he took of movie 

stars and other important people visiting Thurleigh. Post-war, married Agnes "Nadine" in Sep 46, who survives, and returned to FoJo, later working for the railroad and 

ultimately ending his career as an electrician for Chevrolet. Also survived by 5c, 8gc. 

Horsley, James L, 1208th QM Co (unknown duties), who was listed in Echoes Jul-91 as ground officer (no dates) and who was listed as 2Lt at Thurleigh, with surname 

misspelled as “Herseley” in Russell Strong's card file, appears to be the James L Horsley who died 9 Apr 94 at age 73, and is buried at Riverside National Cemetery in 

Riverside, CA.  His USVA marker shows he also served in Korea and reached the rank of Capt. His wife Thetis, originally from McAlester, OK, survived him at Wildo-

mar, CA to 28 Apr 05, at 83. Survived by 8c, 18gc, 15ggc as of her death. No further info. 

Kelso, Harry Alfred, 423rd engineer (Neill G Kirby crew), originally from OK, died 10 Mar 1993 with his last residence being in Lemon Grove, San Diego County, 

CA, at 71. He reached Thurleigh 28 Oct 44, and completed his tour 10 Apr 45. He had enlisted as Pri-

vate in Air Corps at Ft Rosecrans, CA in Nov 42, then a single resident of San Diego Co, having com-

pleted high school, with work experience as “Skilled mechanics & repairmen.” No further info.  

Schultz, Robert A, Jr, 1208th QM Co (Pvt, unknown duties), in 306th records with Serial # 36161691, 

who is shown in his Nov 41 enlistment at Ft Custer, MI, as born in 19 in MI, and then a single resident 

of Clinton Co, MI (Lansing area), appears to be the man of his name who died at 72 in Lansing, 21 May 

92. No further info. 

King, Frederick R, 1208th QM Co (Pfc, unknown duties), who had Serial # 11016810 in 306th records, 

is apparently the man of that name who was from Maine, born 12 Apr 1923, and died in Boston, MA 8 

Apr 1992 at about age 69. At enlistment as a Private in Portland, ME on 31 Dec 41, he was a single resi-

dent of Penobscot, ME with civilian occupation of "Semiskilled chauffeurs and drivers, bus, taxi, truck, 

& tractor." No further info.                                                                         Obituaries continued on page 6 

PLEASE SEND IN YOUR ADDRESS AND 

CONTACT INFORMATION CORRECTIONS.  

WE NEED EMAIL ADDRESSES ON EVERY-

ONE WHO HAS ONE. 

Send corrections and additions to: 
Barbara Neal, Secretary 

P.O. Box 682530 

Park City, UT  84068-2530 
secretary@306bg.org 



Part 2:  Lt. Robert E. Woods’ War Diary 
(Part 1 appeared in the Spring 2012 issue) 

(The Diary pages can be enlarged for easier viewing at our website, 

306bg.org under the Echoes tab.) 

Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued on page 5 
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Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued on page 6 



Obituaries continued from page 3 

Kristoff, Emil A, 367th ball-turret gunner (William S Kirk crew), of Fayette Co, 

TX, died 6 Oct 1990 at 73. He enlisted in Jul 41 at Ft Sam Houston. He is buried 

at LaGrange Cemetery in LaGrange, TX. Survived by his wife Veronica, and at 

least 2c. No further info. 

Harding, Kenneth L, 1208th QM Co, PX auditing & inventory officer.  Our 306th 

2Lt Harding appears likely to be the man of that name who was born 1918 in MA, 

and enlisted in Feb 41 in Boston, MA, as a married 23-yr old resident of Norfolk 

Co, MA  with experience as a bookkeeper. He died in Quincy, Norfolk Co, MA at 

71 on 24 May 89. No further info. 

La Forgia, Joseph F, 1208th QM Co (Pvt, unknown duties), originally from As-

toria, Queens Co, NY, died 8 Dec 88 in Dania, FL at 71. He was a single resident 

of Queens when he enlisted in Jul 42. He was survived by his wife, Joyce, who 

died at 87 in Jan 11 in Dania, FL. They’re buried with his parents at Calvary 

(Catholic) Cemetery in Woodside, Queens, NY. No further info. 

Boncic, George, 423rd bombardier (Elmer Heap crew), of Hempstead, Nassau Co, 

NY, died in Nov 79, around his 60th birthday. He reached Thurleigh 16 Oct 43; on 

22 Dec 43 (Osnabrook) he was credited for downing an ME-109; 21 Jan 44 (Pas 

de Calais mission was flown that day) 1st Lt Boncic was sent to 3479th Station 

Hospital per Strong’s card file. He was born in NY of parents from Yugoslavia 

and Czechoslovakia. Post-service, by age 40 he had become Supervising Engineer 

for buildings for all of NY Telephone Co. No further info. 

Kirby, Neill G, 423rd pilot, originally from VT, died 3 Mar 77 in San Bernardino 

Co, CA at 58. Before reaching Thurleigh 28 Oct 44 he had done a Pacific combat 

tour; he completed his 306th tour in Mar 45. He had initially enlisted in Washing-

ton DC in Sep 40 as a Pvt, after one year of college, with work experience in 

manufacture of autos; at that time he was a single resident of Bronx, NY. No fur-

ther info. 

Erickson, Arthur R, 423rd radio operator (Elmer Heap crew), of Kitsap County, 

WA, died 9 Nov 71 at 64. At age 35, having worked as a salesman, he enlisted at 

Tacoma as a Pvt; at 36, he arrived at Thurleigh with the crew. His vet marker at 

Breidablik Cemetery in Kitsap Co, where he rests various older Ericksons, shows 

T/Sgt, DFC, AM with 3 OLC – PH. No further info. 

Reitmeier, Woodrow A, 1208th QM Co (listed in Jul-91 Echoes as a ground offi-

cer, unspecified duties), originally from New York, NY, died 3 Mar 71 at 52. Af-

ter Thurleigh, he continued to serve in Korea and Vietnam. LTC Reitmeier is bur-

ied at the National Memorial Cemetery of the Pacific in Honolulu. When he 

enlisted as a Private in Jun 41 at Governors Island, NY, he was single and had 

three years of college. No further info. 

Cohen, Herman G, 1208th QM Co (reached Pfc rank 23 Dec 43, unknown du-

ties), who entered the service from Bronx, NY, and was listed in  Strong’s records 

with Serial # 32707505 which cannot be located in the National Archives’ WWII 

Enlistment index apparently due to typos, seems most likely to be this man of the 

11 vets named Herman Cohen in USVA Grave Locator: Herman Cohen, born 31 

Jan 25, died at age 39 on 20 Jan 65, buried at Long Island National Cemetery as 

Cpl in WWII; buried with his wife Marian who survived him to age 66 in Nov 

1995; Air Force per plot listing at FindAGrave.com. No further info. 

Allen, Wayne K, 368th flight engineer (James H Butler crew), from Multnomah 

County, OR, was KIA from Thurleigh 21 Feb 45, less than 3 weeks into their tour. 

During the mission, somehow Allen's walk-around oxygen tank got knocked off 

him, though it did not appear that he was hit by flak or enemy fire. Crew mate 

Charles R “Charlie” White found Allen, and got him to the bombardier hatch, 

where he hooked him up to oxygen. Medics met them upon landing, but Sgt Allen 

did not survive.  Wayne was born 22 Nov 23 in WA; he enlisted 27 Feb 43 at 

Portland, OR, at which time he was single with dependents – presumably his par-

ent(s) and/or younger sibling(s) were dependent on him. Buried at Siskiyou Me-

morial Park, Medford, OR. No further info. 

Hinkle, James M, 1208th QM Co (1Lt, likely in accounting or auditing), who 

enlisted in Milwaukee, WI in Apr 41, with 4 years of college and civilian work 

experience as “Accountants & auditors” died sometime during the War, appar-

ently at Thurleigh. He was listed by the US War Dept at the WWII Memorial Reg-

istry with hometown of Milwaukee and his officer serial number, as “DNB” [Died 

non-Battle] and no indication of where he's buried.  In Echoes Jul-91, he's listed as 

a ground officer at Thurleigh with no dates shown. 

Wives and Widows at the San Diego Reunion.  Seated, left to right:  Charolotte Grif-

fin, Elizabeth Huebotter, Virginia Brown, Bari Lissner,  Back row:  Katherine Snook, 

Mattie Carleton, Francine Burrell Jackson, Em Christianson, Cynthia Lawson.                                                     

                                                                                 Photograph Courtesy Charles Neal 

Plan to Attend the 

Savannah 

Reunion at the 

 Marriott Savannah 

Riverfront 

October 25-28, 2012 

Part 3 of Lt. Robert E. Woods 

diary coming in the next issue of 

Echoes, coming soon this fall.   

(The Diary pages can be 

enlarged for easier viewing at 

our website, 306bg.org under 

the Echoes tab.) 

Lt. Robert E. Woods’ diary continued from page 5 

 
Em Christianson and Bill Houlihan enjoy 

the San Diego Reunion. 

 

               Photograph courtesy Charles Neal 



Reunion Schedule 

At Savannah  

Volunteers set up Hospitality Room & Exhibits -   

Plaza Room (9 am - 5 pm) 

Dinner on your own (hotel restaurants and other food 

venues close by) 
Hospitality Room Opens – Plaza Room (7 – 9:30 

pm) 

Arrival - Pick up registration packets - Plaza Room (8 - 

5 pm) 

Board Meeting – Mercer Room (10 am) 

Sign up for Oral History interviews at Registration 

Desk (8 am-5pm) 

Hospitality Room and Exhibits – Plaza Room (8 am - 5 

pm; 7 - 10 pm) 

Eighth Air Force Cinema – Film presentations at 10 & 

11:15 am – Savannah Ballroom DE  (See your packet for a 

complete reunion film schedule)  

The 306th BG Archives Online—A demonstration of 

the 306th archives online, how to search it, and where to 

find documents--Dr. Vernon L. Williams - Savannah Ball-

room DE  (1-2 pm) 

Cyberspace and 306th History  -  Bring your laptops 

and mobile devices.  Sue Fox Moyer and Pat DiGeorge,  

Savannah Ballroom DE (2-3:30) 

306th BG Veterans Roundtable No. 1, with 306th veter-

ans telling their stories with a Q & A with the audience--

moderated by Dr. Vernon Williams, Savannah Ballroom 

DE  (3:30-5:30 pm) 

Dinner on your own (hotel restaurants and other food 

venues close by) 

Arrival - Pick up registration packets - Plaza Room (8 

am-5 pm) 

Oral History interviews  (pre-scheduled by appoint-

ment)  

Hospitality Room and Exhibits- Plaza Room (2 pm-

5pm; 7-10 pm) 

Mighty Eighth Tour, Lunch & Dedication Ceremony  

(9:00 am-3 pm) –  Mighty Museum at Pooler, GA   

Second Generation meeting -  Savannah Ballroom DE  

(4 pm) 

First Over Germany Reception & Dinner 
(Reception in Pre-function C (6-7 pm), Dinner in Savannah 

Ballroom C (7-9pm) 

Arrival - Pick up registration packets -  Plaza Room  

(8am-5pm) 

Business Meeting, Savannah Ballroom DE  (9-10:45 

am) 

Memorial Service–Tribute to the Fallen and Folded 

Wings Memorial, Savannah Ballroom DE(10:45 am) 

Oral History interviews (pre-scheduled by appoint-

ment) 

Hospitality Room and Exhibits - Plaza Room  
(1-5pm) 

Narrated Savannah River Cruise & Lunch  (11:30-1:30 

pm  (Revised and updated 25 April 2012)  

Searching for Your Family History Workshop  -  

Learn how basic research skills, luck, and determination 

has worked for others in search for the unknown,  
Savannah Ballroom DE (1:30-3:30) 

306th BG Veterans Roundtable No. 2, with 306th veter-

ans telling their stories with a Q & A with the audience--

moderated by Dr. Vernon Williams, Savannah Ballroom 

DE  (3:30-5 pm) 

Eighth Air Force Cinema – Film presentations at 2 pm 

– Savannah Ballroom DE  (See your packet for a complete 
reunion film schedule) 

Cash bar, Prefunction C (6-7 pm) 

Veterans-only Group Photograph - Savannah Ballroom 

C (6:45 pm) 

Widows Group & Next Generation Photograph -  

Savannah Ballroom C (6:50 pm) 

Banquet, Savannah Ballroom C (7 pm) 

Farewells and check out 

Travel Home —  See you next year! 

Registration Form – 306th Bomb Group Association 

Marriott Savannah Riverfront – Savannah, Georgia ~~ 25-28 October 2012 

DEADLINE for Registration & Hotel: Monday, October 1, 2012 

Toll-free number for hotel reservations: 800-285-0398  

Ask for 306th Bomb Group reunion rates:  $119 single or double 

 
Mandatory Registration fee (per person)…………………….…...._____ x $35.00 = $_____  

 

Wednesday, 24 October  Hospitality Room opens 7 pm—Free (see schedule for details) 

Thursday, 25 October   Arrival Day, Hospitality Room and Cinema Room—Free (see schedule for 

 details) 

Friday, 26 October 
Mighty Eighth Tour, Lunch & Dedication Ceremony ................._____ x  $35.00 = $_____ 
     (10:00 am-4 pm) (Revised and updated 25 April 2012)  
 
First Over Germany Dinner  (7 pm )…………..…………………..   _____ x  $45.00 = $_____ 
  
Saturday, 27 October 
 Narrated Savannah River Cruise & Lunch  (11:30-1:30 pm........ _____ x  $49.00 =     $_____ 
      (Revised and updated 25 April 2012)  
 

Banquet  (7 pm)…….…….…...…….……………………………....._____ x  $49.00 =   $_____ 

   

Everything else on the schedule is free! 

     Total………………………....………...    $_____ 

 

Make check payable to 306th Bomb Group Association Reunion, 

and mail to Joel LaBo, 875 S Worth, Birmingham, MI 48009 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Full name of your family’s Thurleigh vet ___________________________________ 

Is he living?______ 

 

His Squadron or Base Unit ________________His duty while at Thurleigh 

___________________ 

 

If he was on a flight crew, name of pilot &/or his B-17, if known: 

___________________________________ 

 

Every person attending for this registration  Every person’s relationship to 

       family’s Thurleigh vet  

My name: ____________________________ __________________________ 

_____________________________________ __________________________ 

_____________________________________ __________________________ 

_____________________________________ __________________________ 

_____________________________________ __________________________ 

Please add an asterisk * by the name of anyone attending his/her first Reunion 

 

My street (or Post Office Box) address_______________________________________ 

City ________________________________ State _____________ Zip ____________ 

Phone __________________________  Email ________________________________ 

  

Please call the Savannah Marriott Riverside Hotel direct to make reservations:  

1-800-285-0398 or 1-912-233-7722  
Ask for 306th Bomb Group reunion rates:  

  

$119.00 (plus tax) Single or Double Rooms—All One Price 
  

Deadline for registration and hotel reservations is 1 October 2012.Deadline for registration and hotel reservations is 1 October 2012.  

Please help your 306th Bomb Group reunion planning,Please help your 306th Bomb Group reunion planning,  

register and make hotel reservations early.  Do it today!register and make hotel reservations early.  Do it today!  

  

A fullA full--sized hard copy of this form is on the 306th website:  306bg.orgsized hard copy of this form is on the 306th website:  306bg.org  



Museum Notes 
Thurleigh Airfield 306th Bomb Group Museum 

DONATIONS FOR THE 

306TH BOMB GROUP ASSOCIATION 
 
Those who are able are asked to make an annual contribution to keep everything running smoothly in our Association.  There are no dues—so 
your gift is needed to support the 306th operations.  Your gift is tax-deductible.  

 
_________________________________________________ 
Name 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Street and No. 
 
_________________________________________________ 
City, State & Zip 
 
_________________________________________________ 
Telephone No.                       306th Unit 

Send to: 
   Joel LaBo, Treasurer                   
   306th Bomb Group Association                   
   875 S. Worth 
   Birmingham, Michigan  48009 
 
    _____________________ 
          Date 

Thurleigh Museum Marks Its  
Ten-Year Celebration on July 8th 

Photographs: 1) British honor guard marching in to begin the ceremony,  2) Remembrance plaque to donors for the redication of the 306th BG Memorial,  3) The 306th BG 

Memorial pictured with memorial wreaths in its new location on the green in front of the 306th Memorial Museum,   4) 306th BGA family members and representatives gather 

in front of the Museum—left to right, Charles Neal, Barbara Neal, Dr. Vernon L. Williams, Suzanne Megregian, Nena Brennan Leary, Carolyn Couey, Ashley Megregian,       

5) British visitors wear WW2 dress as they view the vehicles exhibits in the car park,   6) a large crowd awaits the start of the re-dedication ceremony, 7) Ralph Franklin visits 

with a British visitor who wears the uniform of a captain in the 8th AF as he honors America’s service to victory in WW2, 8) Walt Rozett’s Purple Heart and other memorabilia 

on exhibit in the 306th Museum.                                                                                                                                                     Photographs courtesy Charles Neal and Jim Leary  
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